BUTTER TRADE (IRELAND.) 



COPIES OF ALL MEMORIALS 

Presented to the Treasury, or the Board of Trade, respecting the Butter Trade 
of Ireland, since the 1st of January 1824. 



TO THE LORDS OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL FOR FOREIGN TRADE. 

The MEMORIAL of the Undersigned, 

Respectfully sheweth, 

r pHAT your Memorialists reside in a town and county long famous for the quantity and 
A excellent quality of its Butter, which has been exported for years to the London, 
Liverpool, and foreign markets, from the city of Waterford ; that owing to the present 
vexatious regulations of the Butter Act, your Memorialists are unable to ship their 
Butter at' the port of Dublin without its being subject to re-opening, re-inspecting, 
weighing, branding, &c. although it has regularly undergone all this process according 
to law at the public crane of Carlow ; your Memorialists submit that this great injury 
to the Butter, and serious delay to the trade, together with the very heavy expense 
attendant (nearly 2 s. per cwt.) loudly call for redress ; Dublin being the natural port of 
our export, where freight, insurance, and exchange are so favourable, and the carriers of 
our Butter would have the certain advantage of loading from the Metropolis in return. 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray for such alteration in the system 
as in your j udgment may seem meet, to remove so great and inconsistent 

(signed) Samuel Haughton, jun. Will™ Morris, John Coffry, jun. 

Joshua O’Brien, William Mangan, Thomas Cox, 
Tho* Maher, Dan 1 O’Brien. 

Carlow, August 28th, 1824. 



— 2 . — 

TO SIR HENRY PARNELL, BART. 

The MEMORIAL of the Undersigned Butter Makers, assembled at Doonane, 
in the Queen’s county, 

Humbly sheweth, 

THAT your Memorialists are considerable sufferers from customs too generally prac- 
tised in the sale of their Butter under the existing law -That when they bring their 
Butter to market, they are not allowed to sell it without the vexatious interference of a 
Butter Taster, accompanied by men who knock part of the hoops off, and one of the 
heads out of their butter casks, thus exposing it to be trampled under foot by the people 
In a crowded market, to ’the great injury Of the butter, and annoyance of the maker ; 
whose unremitted care has been to preserve it in its present state by minute and 
constant attention in keeping their vessels clean and sweet, on which the excellence of 
the Butter principally depends. 

That the taster proceeds to mark their Butter too frequently under the influence of a 
bribe, and in a state little short of intoxication That the mark so affixed is not accord- 
ing to the merits of the Butter, but in proportion to such undue influence, always in 
favour of the unprincipled maker or purchaser, under whose guidance he acts That it 
is a public well-known fact that the quality of Butter made in this part of the Queen’s 
county, and the adjoining neighbourhood of the county of Kilkenny, is superior to the 
iq 4l A Butter 
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Butter made in many other parts of Ireland ; and therefore your Memorialists deem 
themselves unfairly dealt with in having their Butter marked in the same class with 
Butter of other places of a decidedly and well-known inferior description. 

That it frequently happens that their vessels contain a greater weight of Butter than 
the standard weight limited by law, although their vessels are always made of the usual 
size; this overweight is the consequence of superior making and close packing; but to 
the serious loss and vexation of your Memorialists, the over-weight is never paid for 
but a fine threatened to be inflicted if they complain — a strange reward for excellence 
and industry : — That undue influence is practised in marking of Butter can be proved, 
by some of the tasters marking as thirds what they had before marked as seconds • 
from their irritation on being remonstrated with on the subject of their affixing a mark 
not proportioned to the quality of the Butter; and also, that the Butter marked in many 
cases as second quality, was afterwards (the mark being effaced by the owner) marked 
as first quality in another market. 

That your Memorialists estimate the general loss on a cask of Butter containing an 
overweight at 4 lbs. which at is. per lb. would be - - - _ _ 4 _ 

That there is deducted for beamage 4 lbs. - - _ _ _ ^ _ 

- Ditto - - for cooperage and cranage, &c. - - _ _ g 

Loss on each cask - - - _ g 9 

in addition to 2 s. 6 d. paid for the Butter cask. 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray your mediation in the ensuing Session of 
Parliament; and also that you will be pleased to lay their case before the Board of 
Trade, praying that the law on the Butter Trade may be repealed That in case of any 
new law on the subject, them, and not the weight, of the casks may be limited by law:— 
That coopers be bound under a certain penalty to moke Butter casks only of seasoned 
timber, to be pickle proof; and that they brand their name and weight of the cask on 
each vessel when properly soaked, making them accountable for the weight so marked ; 
and that it be made felony for any person to affix the weight of, or mark any name on 
auy- c a sk - l . i i t I woi.n. 4 ui that lilt ml , . fTtn,,.,, , lit,, dm lt-for 

b) the buyet, and seller, umhadded by the interference of any third person:— 1 That Butter be 
weighed standing beam, and an allowance of s lbs. to each cask be made by the seller 
to make weight. 

Your Memorialists beg to suggest the following dimensions for Butter casks as a 
convenient size : 



Length of the stave - - lfl' 

Circumference at the ends, measuring round the hoops - - - 3. j 

Circumference at the bung, measuring round the hoops - - - 3. n 

, . Your Memorialists beg to state, as a matter of further information, that a difference of 
ys. is made between Butter marked 8rst and second class, when it is certain that no 
difference existed except the mark affixed by the taster, and that a farther decrease 
of price, proportioned to the depreciating mark, is always attendant on every cask. 
Dated this nth January 1825. J 




David Campion, Patt Purcell, William Keefe, John Edge, John 
Brennan, Panton Campion, Denis Keefe, Tho' Kelly, Denis 
Brennan, Tho- Brennan, Dennis Mulhajl, Francis Dunne, 
Nicholas Mulliall, Laughlin Fleming, Gerrald Brennan, Nich* 
Haly, Mich 1 Canlan, William Grundy, James Donnelly, 
Sam' Bergin, Tho* Donnelly, James Delany, Patt Haly 
John Donnelly, Rob* Holhery, W" Farrell, James Walk 
Tho-Hnlbery, John Sixsmith, W-Kavanagh, John ONeale, 
And- M'Cann, Edw> Felly, Edward Mulhatl, John Brenan, 
John Dawkmg, Pat.M-Donald, Alex' Donnelly, John Delay, 
Pat. Brenan, W» Wallace, The* Kenedy, James Conway, 
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TO THE LORDS OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE. 

The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Butter Merchants in the towns of Mount- 
melick, Mountrath, and Timahoe, in the Queen’s county, Ireland, 

Respectfully sheweth, 

THAT your Memorialists reside in a county which annually produces a great quantity 
of Butter of excellent quality, that has been principally exported for years past to the 
London, Liverpool, and foreign markets, from the port of Waterford; that owing to 
the present vexatious regulations of the Butter Act, your Memorialists are unable to ship 
their Butter at the port of Dublin without its being subject to re-opening, re-inspection, 
weighing, branding, &c. although it has regularly undergone all this process according to 
law at the public crane, where it was purchased. 

Your Memorialists submit that this great injury to the Butter, and serious delay to the 
trade, together with the heavy expense attendant (nearly 2 s. 6 d. per cwt.) loudly call 
for redress ; Dublin being the natural port of our export, where freight, insurance and 
exchange, are so favourable, and the carriers of our Butter would have the certain advan- 
tage of loading from the Metropolis in return. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, humbly pray for such alteration in the system 
as in your judgment may seem meet, to remove so great and inconsistent 
an evil. 

(signed) Anthony Pirn 8t Co. Mountmelick ; And™ Tynan, 
Mountrath; Mich 1 Quigley, Timahoe; James 
Pim & Sons, Mountmelick. 

25th January 1825. 



— 

TO TI1E COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE. 

The MEMORIAL of the undersigned Proprietors and Occupiers of Land in the 
Queen’s county, concerned in the Butter Trade. 

YOUR Memorialists earnestly claim the attention of your Lordships to an Act of 
Parliament that was passed in the 52d year of the reign of his late Majesty, intituled, 
“ An Act for the better Regulation of the Butter Trade in Ireland.” 

Your Memorialists beg leave to represent to your Lordships, that the provisions of 
this Act are so much opposed to the rights and interests of the makers of Butter, by 
placing their trade under numerous penal regulations, that, in the first year after it was 
passed, a meeting of the makers of Butter residing in the Queen’s county, the county of 
Carlow, and the county of Kilkenny, was held in the town of Carlow, when a petition to 
the House of Commons was unanimously agreed to, in which the vexations and grievances 
imposed upon the trade by this Act were set forth in detail, and the repeal of it strongly 
recommended. 

Your Memorialists beg to refer your Lordships to this Petition, which was presented 
to the House of Commons in the session of the year 1813 ; and they can safely assure 
your Lordships, after the experience they have had of the Act for twelve years, that all 
the injurious consequences of the Act which were foretold at that time have come 
to pass. 

The advocates of the Act attempt to justify it by broadly, but unjustly asserting, that 
the makers of Butter endeavour so systematically and universally to commit frauds upon 
the buyers, that legislative regulations are absolutely necessary to protect the buyers 
from being imposed upon, and also to uphold the character of Irish Butter in the foreign 
markets. 

But your Memorialists deny that the makers of Butter are systematically and univer- 
sally fraudulent and dishonest; and they will not admit that they deserve to have their 
character stigmatized so severely as it is by a special measure of the Legislature, altogether 

* founded 
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founded upon the assumption that they carry on their trade on fraudulent prin- 
ciples. 

In respect to the buyers of Butter, your Memorialists can safely say that they are a 
class of men exceedingly acute and alive to their own interests, and not less capable of 
protecting themselves from being cheated by their own resources, than the buyers of 
corn, or any other commodity that is exempt from legislative regulation. 

The buyers are persons who have been regularly educated to their trade ; they gain or 
lose according as they buy with skill and judgment. They know very accurately and 
thoroughly all the various ways by which it is possible to practise frauds upon them, and 
their own interests are always at work in teaching them to be dexterous in contriving 
means for detecting them ; and therefore, when they arc always dealing under the pro- 
tection of such powerful inducements to defeat the schemes of some few low and ignorant 
sellers, it shows but little wisdom in those legislators who strive to augment that pro- 
tection by doing, by Act of Parliament, those things which the buyers are much better 
able to do themselves. 

Your Memorialists, without at all intending to cast any imputation generally upon the 
buyers of Butter, must, however, say in their own justification, that there exists on the 
part of the buyers no less a disposition to take advantage of the sellers, than there is 
said to exist on the part of the sellers a disposition to take advantage of the buyers. 
This is abundantly proved to be the case by many things that are in constant practice. 
The buyers having in their favour the whole benefit of the regulations of the Act, and 
the means of influencing the officers, and the power of taking business from one market 
and carrying it to another, have introduced and established rules of very great hardship to 
the sellers. By their influence, a mode of balancing scales has been established that is 
unfair to the sellers ; an unjust beamage has been secured ; and exorbitant charges are 
made by them for carriage and cooperage. To what extent the buyers have the means, 
and exercise them, of obtaining from weighmasters and tasters the false branding of 
Butter, in respect to weight and quality, your Memorialists will not take it upon them- 
selves to describe ; but they do not hesitate to say, that they believe that the general 
opinion which prevails, mat very corrupt practices occur m "these respects, uTm general 
well founded. 

Your Memorialists have seen, with great satisfaction, the general principle of leaving 
trades to themselves so frequently of late acted upon by the Legislature, and that the most 
complete success has uniformly attended every measure of this kind ; and they now claim, 
as an act of impartial justice, the application of this principle of the freedom of trade to their 
own concerns. They trust the Legislature will not refuse to repeal a law that is so flagrantly 
at variance with this principle ; that violates the right, which every man is entitled to 
enjoy, of disposing of the produce of his own time, capital and labour, in the way that 
lie thinks most beneficial for himself ; — a law that, while it professes to suppress fraud 
and promote the public good, has created innumerable frauds and extensive abuses, and 
has inflicted upon thousands of industrious men the tyranny of private judo-ment over 
their affairs, and hung over their heads the constant dread of seizures and penalties. 

Your Memorialists assert, without fear of contradiction, that this most unjust and 
vexatious law was framed wholly for the purpose of serving the interests of the buyers 
and exporters of Butter; and without the slightest consideration or even recollection of 
the interests of hundreds of thousands of occupiers of land, who make the immense 
quantities of Butter that are required for internal consumption and foreign exportation. 

Your Memorialists are ready to pr oduce evidence before your Lordships, to prove that 
gross acts of corruption are practised in carrying this Act into operation ; that the offices 
of weighmasters and tasters have been converted into valuable sinecures ; and that the 
practice is general, of exacting from the sellers of Butter charges that the Act does not 
allow. 

By the (fast clause of the Act, casks can be made only of white oak, ash, sycamore or 
beech ; they must be well bound, and made tight, with head and bottom equally dooled 
and set to the cross with sufficient hoops; they are to be weighed before they are sold 
by the cooper, by a weighmaster, and the weight is to be branded by him on each cask ; 
three pounds ts to be added to the weight of each cask for soakage. 

• Your 
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Your Memorialists are prepared to prove before your Lordships, that the object of 
these regulations has been evaded, by weighmasters giving their branding irons to 
coopers to be used at their discretion, in consideration of sums of money paid by the 
coopers. As to soakage, the futility and injustice of the regulation is manifest from th e 
fact, that while a cask made of ash will actually soak no more than three pounds, a cask 
made according to the Act, of beech, will soak from five to six pounds. 

By the fifteenth clause of the Act, every cask of Butter (which is required to weigh 
eighty-four pounds) when brought to market, is to be taken to a public weigh-house, 
and there to be tasted, weighed and proved, by the weighmaster and taster. These 
officers are then to decide whether or not the Butter is merchantable, and to affix their 
brands, to show the weight and quality of each cask. 

Your Memorialists beg to represent to your Lordships, that the sellers of Butter suffer 
great hardships and severe losses in consequence of this regulation, so far as it relates 
to the weighing of butter. In the large markets, the number of casks frequently is so 
great that the sellers are kept standing in the streets waiting for their turn for hours 
together; their Butter wasting and otherwise injured in hot weather, and themselves, in 
bad weather, exposed to all its inclemencies ; and they are often prevented from returning 
to their houses till late in the nights of the market days, and sometimes till the following 
days. In many markets the scales are improperly adjusted, and rules are established by 
the weighmasters that give the buyers the advantage of overweight ; and in almost all 
markets abeamage is deducted of four pounds on every cask. I he practical effect of 
this unfair system of weighing is, that out of every cask of Butter containing about 
sixty-nine pounds neat of Butter, though made up strictly according to the Act in every 
particular, the seller loses the price and value of at least five pounds of Butter. 

The regulation, by which every cask of Butter must be tasted, and the quality of it 
declared by a public taster, is attended with frauds of every description, and the greatest 
hardships to the sellers. The taster performs his business in the presence of the buyer ; 
he almost always acts under some unfair influence. Sometimes he is bribed by the 
sellers, but more frequently by the buyers, wKo TtSvltig a gfPtttffr cnmnT;vnrt rvf" money 
generally secure his services ; in the latter case he brands the quality of the Butter 
under his examination, not by the taste of it, but according to some sign made by the 
buyer. 

As both buyers and sellers are necessarily interested in securing his favour, the common 
treat of spirits is so repeatedly given, that many tasters never commence their business 
till they are completely intoxicated. 

The slightest shade of colour in the Butter is made a reason for marking it of second 
quality, although it may be perfectly sound and sweet, and although it is well known 
that some pastures will always produce Butter that is more or less coloured. The effect 
of branding Butter of second or third quality is at once to lower its price 10 s. and 15s, 
per cwt. ; whereas the defect that actually exists often does not diminish its value more 
than two or three shillings. 

This regulation for having all Butter tasted by a public officer falls with peculiar 
severity on the poorer class of sellers, who are in all the markets a very numerous class; 
they are quite at the mercy of the tasters, in consequence of their necessities compelling 
them to sell their Butter under any circumstances, and the tasters continually take 
advantage of their situation to mark their Butter of second or third quality, when it 
ought to be marked first or second quality, in order to serve the buyers. 

The poorer class of sellers suffer also from the manner in which the weighmasters 
and tasters throw about their Butter when it is stripped for weighing and proving, by 
which it is often covered with dirt or otherwise injured ; they are also frequently kept 
waiting very improperly by these officers, and are constantly insulted with very offensive 
and opprobrious language. . ... 

Nothing can more fully expose the inefficacy of this regulation for tasting as a means 
to ascertain the true quality of Butter, than the numerous instances that occur, of Butter, 
when the property of rich farmers, being declared by the taster of one market to be of 
second quality, and afterwards marked by the taster in another as of first quality. 
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By the 17th clause of the Act, a fee of 2 d. is to be paid to the weigh mas ter, and a 
fee of id. to the taster, for weighing and tasting each cask of Butter. But these fees 
are not paid by the sellers to these officers ; but it is so arranged between the officers 
and the buyers, that the buyers stop the fees from the sellers when they pay for the 
Butter, and pay them to the officers. 

The buyers, however, in place of stopping 3 d. a cask in the markets with which your 
Memorialists are acquainted, stop sometimes 1 1 d., sometimes igd., and sometimes 25 d. 
on each cask, for carriage, cooperage, cranage and tasting. 

This practice not only burdens the sellers with heavy charges, but it gives the buyers 
a direct means of corrupting the officers, in consequence of the power they possess of 
giving to them whatever proportion they please of these stoppages. 

Your Memorialists beg to state, that the sellers of Butter sustain the following loss 
on every cask of Butter : 

s. d. 

1st. Four pounds deducted for beamage, at 12 d. per lb. - - 4 - 

2d. One pound, on an average, for over-weight, ditto - 1 - 

3d. Stoppages by the buyer, on an average, at - - - - - 11 

5 

This loss of 5 s. n d. upon a cask of Butter is equal to a loss of 9 s. 5 d. on a cwt. ; 
and therefore, according to the common calculation that acres of land will keep one 
cow, and that one cow will yield nine stone of Butter, the loss to the farmer amounts 
to 4 s. 2 d. per acre on every acre of his dairy land.. 

Your Memorialists, having observed in the debates in Parliament that the merchants 
who export Butter from Ireland to England have been guilty of great frauds by making 
use of false brands, confidently expect that your Lordships will be of opinion, that no 
circumstance can more fully prove the impolicy and evil tendency of this Act for regu- 
lating the Butter trade than this exposure of the fraudulent practices of the exporting 
mei'Climltg',' becir u ' se tV rer fiuudu they hmi lumiml t eATi r igm i i t a a ltio g othov hr the att empt 
of the Act to prove the quality of Butter by the aid of brands. It is in this way that 
these brands have turned out practically to be the protection of fraud ; whereas, if no 
brands existed, the London buyers would be obliged to have recourse to the old and 
natural ways of learning the quality of Butter, and the old and fair exporting merchants 
might resume the station they filled, before this Act passed, in the ports of expor- 
tation. 

On the whole, the experience your Memorialists have had, during twelve years, of 
the operation of this Act, warrants them in saying that it has not, in the slighest 
degree, contributed to any improvement in the making of Butter, while, on the contrary, 
it has led to the following abuses and hardships. 

1st. The creating of a multitude of offices of weighmasters and tasters with large 
salaries, drawn from the pockets of the makers of Butter. 

2dly. The converting of these offices into sinecures. 

3dly. Fraudulent practices by weighmasters, in giving their brands for valuable consi- 
deration to the coopers. 

4thly. Fraudulent practices by weighmasters and tasters, in branding weights and qua- 
lities of Butter in the markets for valuable considerations. 

5 thly. A general system of fraud practised at the ports of exportation by merchants, in 

using fmrauair 

6thly. The establishing of rules by the merchants in the markets respecting weighing, 
beamage and charges for carriage and cooperage, cranage and tasting, which could 
never have been established if the markets were free from regulation, and easy of access 
to new buyers. 

7thly. The monstrous and unjustifiable violation of that most essential principle for 
the prosperity of all trades, the principle of security of property ; by giving to public 
tasters of Butter the power of fixing by their own arbitrary judgment the value of 
every man’s casks of butter. 

Your 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BUTTER TRADE OF IRELAND. 



7 



Your Memorialists claim for their trade the same liberty that is now allowed so wisely 
by Parliament to all other trades. They confidently say, that the interests of the 
makers of Butter are the best, and in point of fact, the only security for the honest 
manufacturing and packing of Butter; and that the Butter merchants stand in need of 
no other aid besides that which they acquire from education and practice to enable 
them to weigh and taste, and otherwise ascertain the quality and value of a cask of 
Butter, in such a manner as effectually to protect themselves from every kind of fraud. 

Your Memorialists submit to your Lordships, that that principle of commercial policy 
on which Acts of Parliament have heretofore been passed for regulating trades, has now 
been fully exposed, as being contrary in point of practice to the public welfare, most 
vexatious to individuals, and always accompanied by gross abuses in creating offices and 
exacting fees. 

Your Memorialists see, with great satisfaction, that in the present times no minister 
or public man, of any station, is allowed to have the reputation of understanding the 
true practical principles of trade, who still clings to those ancient and ignorant notions on 
which all regulating laws are founded. 

They are aware that those persons who now enjoy pecuniary emoluments under the 
Butter Act, and those merchants who have successfully converted them into a means 
of making good bargains, will endeavour to maintain that the Butter trade of Ireland 
ought to be made an exception, and taken out of the rule that establishes the policy of 
the general freedom of trade ; but your Memorialists have full confidence in your Lord- 
ships not allowing this plea to have any greater weight than similar pleas have of late been 
allowed to have, when contests have arisen between those whose trades and rights suffer 
under regulations, and those who put money into their pockets by enforcing them. The 
buying and selling of Butter is no more a mystery than the buying and selling of com 
or cattle. 

The respective parties to every bargain are quite competent to take oare of themselves, 
without legislative interference ; while on the other hand all legislative interference always 
gives one party some advantage over the other party, and by adding to the costs of pro- 
duction, and fettering competition, it must certainly operate to the detriment of the 
public. 

Your Memorialists therefore pray, that your Lordships will be pleased to 
examine into the state of the Butter trade of Ireland, and to recommend to 
Parliament such alterations of the law as may appear to be expedient and 
just for removing the restrictions that now obstruct its progress, and 
prosperity. 

(signed) Portarlington, De Vesci, J. R. Price, H. Parnell, John Steele, 
Rob' Lawrenceson, Arthur Vesey, Tho* Cosby, J . D. Clarke, 
John Kelly, W. Cooper, John Cohill, Pat k Dugan, W n 
Kenedy, W ra Fleming, W m Green, John Boulton, John 
Brennan, John Coogan, John Edge, J n W. Dunne, J. Hume, 
John Campion, Geo. Clarke, Joseph Dunne, Will” Luttrell, 
Edward Luttrell. 
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